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HISTORIC RESOURCESSURVEY: PHASE |

Russell Gulch; Gilpin County, Colorado

INTRODUCTION

PROJECT PURPOSE

The purpose of this historic resources survey Of Russell Gulch was twofold: to research, record
and evaluate historic buildings in the unincorporated Gilp in County town of Russell Gulch, and
to develop a plan for future archaeological survey in the Russell Gulch mining district. Only two
of the extant buildings in Russell Gulch have been previously surveyed, and whileseverd mines
have been inventoried, past research was fragmented and sometimes incomplete. This project is
the first attempt to look at the entire cultural landscape of Russell Gulch, and to provide
historic al research and evaluationsas part of a phasedproject that will eventually determine if
there is potential for a historic district designation, either at the national, state or local level.
Individual eligibility for designation is also provided for the extant historic buildings, of which
only two have been previously inventoried. Local landmark designation evaluation is
particularly important because, i n addition to offering financial incentives, it is a planning
mechanism that can protect historic resources from demolition. The survey will also provide
information that may assist Gilpin County in other preservation planning efforts, such as the
development of educational programs and heritage tourism projects. Finally, the historic al
information gathered during the survey pha se will add to the knowledge of the development of
Russell Gulch.

Funding was provided through a Certified Local Government grant from History Colorado. The
archaeological component of this survey was specifically requested by History Colorado as a
conditi on of approval of the grant, and additional funding provided to help defer the costs. For
the building survey, twenty -three properties were selected for an intensive-level survey, while
the archeological work was limited to planning for future survey. As there are more than
twenty-three extant historic buildings, another phase of building survey is recommended, along
with future archeological survey and an inventory of the Russell Gulch cemetery. Therefore, any
recommendations from this project will need to be amended after the next survey phase.
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BACKGROUND

In recognition of the value that historic buildings, sites, and districts play in preserving the
Gil pin County communityods heritage, the Board of
preservation ordinance and established the Gilpin County Historic P reservation Advisory
Commission (HAC) in 2005. The commission was created to carry out the intent of the
ordinance, thereby protecting the unique historic character of Gilpin County. In order to make
informed decisions regarding these resources, the HAC and ounty staff need a better
understanding of the number of historic resources, their architectural and historical
significance, and their existing condition (including integrity). A his toric resource survey
provides this information, and thus can serve as the basis for evaluating and then preserving
Russell Gulchd s hi st or i AlthpughoRussell tGulehsvas one of the four key mining
towns in Gilpin County, it was not included in t he 1991 National Historic Landmark nomination
that covered Central City, Black Hawk and Nevadaville. Except for two properties, its historic
buildings have not been previously surveyed. The HAC recommended that a survey be
conducted in order to provide th is important information.

WHAT IS A SURVEY?

A survey is a process of identifying and gathering data on a community's historic resources. A
field survey is conducted (a physical search for resource$, followed by the recording of data in a
systematic fashion. Survey data is the raw information produced by the survey, and includes a
property's location, architectural character, and condition. A survey also gathers historic al
information in order to assess the significance of the property. An inventory for m is one of the
basic products of a survey. It is the organized compilation of information gathered during the
survey. Evaluation is the process of determining whether the identified properties meet a
defined set of criteria of historical, architectural, archeological, or cultural significance. The
findings of this evaluative process are then usually outlined in a survey report which
recommends future preservation planning actions for the surveyed area.

HOW ARE SURVEYS CONDICTED?

Both the Secretary of the Interior's Guidelines for Identification and the OAHP distinguish
between two general levels of survey: reconnaissance and intensive survey. Both levels may
involve field work, but they are very different in terms of the level of effort involved . While
background documentary research into the community's history and architecture is necessary to
prepare for any level of survey, research into individual properties is always undertaken with
intensive survey.

RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY

Reconnaissance level survey is an overview inspection of an area that identifies the types of
historic resources and their distribution within the area. These surveys can provide a general
understanding of an area's historic and architectural resources and provide sufficient
information to guide future preservation planning efforts. Reconnaissance surveys are useful
not only for generally characterizing the area's resources but also for determining how to
organize and plan more detailed survey work. It can thus serve as the first step towards the next
level i intensive survey. A reconnaissance survey may involve any of the following activities:

2 -
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A A "windshield survey" of the area i driving the streets and visually locating the
properties. Typically, the data gathered from a windshield survey includes the general
distribution of buildings, structures, and neighborhoods, as well as the different
architectural styles, periods, and modes of construction. Specific properties of particular
architectural or historical value can be plotted on maps, as well as concentrations of
architectural or historical properties which together contribute to a sense of time and
place. The natural features and topography of the area, as well as characteristics of the
"built lan dscape", including street trees, parks, and sidewalks, may be recorded.

A A study of aerial photographs, historical and recent maps, city plans, and other sources
of information that help gain a general understanding of the community's layout and
environment at different times in its history.

In order to prepare the archaeological survey plan, a windshield level-reconnaissance survey
was completed. This helped determine the location and extent of historic mining resources in
Russell Gulch, so a plan for further study could be developed.

INTENSIVE SURVEY

An intensive survey is a close and careful look at the area being surveyed. Intensive level
surveys are conducted to fully identify and document all architectural or historical properties
chosen for the project; a comprehensive intensive survey records all properties within a given
area, while a selective intensive survey records properties based on common associative criteria,
such as age or resource type. It involves detailed background research as well aa thorough
inspection and documentation of all historic properties in the field. Intensive surveys can
provide the basis for designation to the National Register of Historic Places, local historic
district zoning, tax act certification, environmental rev iew, and detailed preservation planning
recommendations.

The OAHP requires grant-funded surveys to record data on their forms; most urban properties
are recorded on the Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inventory Form 1403.
This form dictat es gathering specific information for each resource, including:

the location and name of the property

its date of construction

architectural style and description of features

history and significance of the property

description of its environment

a field evaluation of its eligibility for historic designation
sources of information

T D B DD D D

In addition to the survey forms, final products for an intensive level survey prepared for the
OAHP include a USGS map noting the location of the property and photographs. Survey reports
accompanying the project should include the following information:

A The distribution of architectural or historical properties within the survey area, including
the number of properties surveyed and their location
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Historic contexts that are covered by the survey project.

Property types represented within the survey area.

Overall physical description of the survey area and common streetscape and

environmental elements.

A A discussion of the integrity of the area and of those properties or concentrations of
properties that retain their architectural or historic character.

A Recommendations for future preservation planning efforts, including listing in the

National Register of Historic Places, local historic district designation, and other

preservation planning efforts.

> >

PROJECTFUNDING , DATES & TEAM

This project was sponsored by the Gilpin County Historic Pr eservation Advisory Commission
and funded by a Cerified Local Government grant. Gilpin County passed a preservation
ordinance in 2003, and later became a Certified Local Government (CLG). This federal
designation recognizes the efforts of local, state and federal governments working together to
save the irreplaceable historic character of communities. By receiving certification, Gilpin

County has made a commitment to historic preservation. In turn, this enabled the Gilpin

County Historic Pr eservation Advisory Commission to apply for a CLG grant. The County was
awarded a CLG grant in 2016 for the Historic Resources Survey: Phase | and Archeological

Survey Plan project through History Colorado, which acts at the State Historic Preservation

Office (SHPO) for the state of Colorado. Certified Local Government grants originate from the
Federal government, and grant projects are subject to the disclaimer an page ii.

The City selected Deon Wolfenbarger of Three Gables preservation to conductthe intensive-
level survey of twenty-three properties, and Michelle Slaughter of Avalon Archaeology to
prepare the archaeology survey plan. Wolfenbarger and Slaughter conducted field work and
research betweenNovember 2016 and June 2017 A draft survey report was presented to the
Gilpin County Historic Pr eservation Advisory Commission in August 2017 for discussion and
additional comments. The results of both the intensive level survey and archeology survey plan
are presented in this report, and include recommendations of eligibility for the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and future survey phases. A summary of those findings is
below.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS. HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY

A total of twenty-three (23) properties were surveyed. Of those,five (5) primary resources were
evaluated asbeing individually eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), and
an additional three (3) needed additional data. Furthermore, two parcels (the result of
combining lots) contained secondary houses, raising the total to seven (7) resources that were
individually eligible to the NRHP. Historically associated with those individually eligible
properties were an additional two (2) outbuildings that would contribute to the historic
character of those properties (see Table 1 for a complete list of recommended eligibility for both
primary buildings and outbuildings) . The recommendations and thus numbers for eligibility for
the Colorado Register of Historic Properties match that of the NRHP.

4 .
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Since local designation requires less integrity than the National Register, a total of sixteen
primary buildings were recommended as individually eligible as Gilpin County landmarks,
primarily for their historical associations (see Table 1). Included within the above figures is one
property already listed on the NRHP and designated as a Gilpin County landmark: the 1.0.0.F.
building at 81 Russell Gulch Road/5GL.125.

It was not possible to recommend a boundary, areas of significance, or period of significancefor

a potential NRHP historic district at this time since this project did not cover all of the historic

resources within the Russell Gulch town site. First, the town contains more than twenty -three

historic buildings.  Furthermore, as the archaeological survey plan indicates in the
AfRecommendati onso section, there are sever al hund
that have either been inadequately inventoried in the past, or have been evaluated as individual

features only. To fully assess the potential for a NRHP district, the entire area must be

evaluated as a historic cultural landscape. Therefore, recommendations for a potential NRHP or

even a local historic district will have to wait until additional surveywork is completed.

However, in the likelihood that there is potential for a NRHP district, the tw enty-three buildings
were also evaluated as to whether theypotentially contribute to such a district. There were
eleven (1) primary buildings field evaluated as potentially contributing to a potential district ,
and an additional eleven (11) secondary oroutbuildings that may potentially contribute to such a
district. Four (4) primary buildings would need additional data to determine their contributing
status, and seven (7) outbuildings need data.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS: ARCHAEOLOGY SURVEY PLAN

Due to the high number of archeological resources, three phases of survey are proposed for
Russell Gulch. Phase 1 focuse®our tasks. The first is to update the sites previously recorded in
1982 and/or updated in the 1990s to bring them up to current documentation standards, with a
prioritized focus on mines that possess a highdegree of integrity. Next, a thorough pedestrian
survey should be conducted of the survey area. This type of work should occur in all
archaeological survey phases as needed in oder to eventually survey the entire Russell Gulch
Mining District. There has never been a large scale block survey within the District, and
previous surveys targeted specific discreetgeographic areas or mine sites. Finally, a Historic
Cultural Landscape Form (OAHP Form #1404) should be completed with the input of the
project historian. The town site of Russell Gulch (5GL.124) also needs to be completely
rerecorded since the 1982 form has limited information. Former wagon ro utes in and out of
town should be identified. The second phase should rerecord or reevaluate mines that were not
as robust producers and/or had fewer complete features. Depending upon budget restraints, a
final list of un -surveyed areas of Russell Gulchwould be completed in phasethree.
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PROJECT AREA: HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY

Russell Gulch is located in the southwest portion of Gilpin County, Colorado, in Section 23,
Township 3 South, Range 73 West of the Sixth Principal Meridian. The unincorporated town is
located about two miles southwest of Central City, the county seat for Gilpin County. It is 9150
feet above sea level, and is bounded by Alps and Quartz Hill on the north, and Pewabic
Mountain on the south, with Russell Creek running east/west between these peaks. The project
area for the Phase lintensive-level building survey project is shown Figure 2 on the following

page.
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Figure 1: Russell Gulch. Source:iCent ral City, CO0 USGS map, 2016
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The intensive-level building survey covered twenty-three properties within the former town site
of Russell Gulch. As there are more than twentythree extant historic buildings within the town,
this phase of survey focused on buildings within the area contiguous to the main commercial
road in Russ e | | Gul ch, now call ed ARussel!l Gul ch
this road with the southern extension of Virginia Canyon Road on the east to the property at 348
Russell Gulch Road on the west. Boundaries on the north were Virginia Canyam Road and the
south Lower Russell Gulch Road (see map of surveyed properties in Figure 2). These properties
are located within the boundaries for the archaeological survey plan project area (Figure 4).

Figure 2: Intensive i level survey properties in the Phase | inventory of Russell Gulch. Source: Google Earth, 2017.






































































































































































































































































